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CORMUNIST TEREATS AGAXNST WEST BEALIN

i, Bince 1 spril East Gersans have beon uaking threatenisg
gertures suggesting that they are preparing to resums
prossures ou Yest Berlim.,

i, Thoy meem to be gettimg resdy to seal off %est Borlis
from East Gerwany.

#, Principal aim is to shbake ¥est German firmmess in
co-operating with Jestern defense,

i. C(osmupists are contrasting vest Germany's plight
resulting from ite asseciaiion with Wemtera Powers
with advantages aceruisg teo Austria threugh neustral
policy.

¢. Communists say also cemsider isclating ¥est Berlia
desirable for internsl security ressons in East

Gersany Bow that cooscription is imminent.

1. Yould close off %est Berlim as hauven for men

escaping Bast German militmry service.

3, Existence of Yest Berlim as haven comtributes
st 1o uneasy interanal situatioa,
o " a. Popular discontent ia Fast GCermaany has been
) o intensified by current food shoriages and
AT groving fears that cemscription is imminest.
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. There has been isvlated cases of active

epposition, bat press reports of atrikes and
iarge-scale arrests sre usconfirmed.
¢. Large-scale uprisings similsr to June 1953
considered unlikely because of effective
contrel emercised by Seoviet and East German
forces and general feeling of futility among
East Germans im light of 1353 fallure.
I¥. ©Oa 1 aApril East Gersauns imposed exborbitart tax on tracks
from Foderal Republie to Yest Berliam,
4., This was deliberate harassmont to point up West Berliin‘e
vulperability.

1, Foilowsd osrlier Soviet threais of retaslistiom if
went GCormany ratified Paris Agreemeants.

3, Bime effort to assert East Germsay's clalm to
sovereigaty by developing bargaining lever for
all-~Gerean negotiatioas,

B, Attempts to settle truck tax problen through negotiations
on techunician's lovel betwwen East and ¥est Germany

unsuccessfal .

i. Eamt Germans have deasnded thattrack tax issue
be discussed at ministerixl level.

2, vest Germans have decided o slow down interzonsi
trade deliveries in rataliation.

3. But ¥est Berlin Nayer Sulkr and Chanceller adenaaer
kave ruled out discussiomns with East Germaay on

sinimterial lewel,
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fii. On 12 April Elst Gersan goverasent made declaratien threaten-

ing ¥est Perlin in announciag srrest of 521 Western epies.

Ao

B,

"Iscenveniences™ for ¥est Berliners promised umless
sonething is done about Westera iantelligence activities
in eity.

Un 1€ ipril East Gersas pross said “consequences™ of
Zonn's refusal to megotiate on ministerial level

"will have to bs horane by ¥West Berlim.”

iv., Spate of recent reports that greater restrictions arcund
Berlia will soon ba imposed. ) ,
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v. Tighter centrels arcund Berlin will probably mot reduce

4llied accems to eoity.

Plan has reportedly beson made to establish W*M

around Herlia,

snother plan raportedly calls for cuttiag East Cerman

communications snd rail limks through West Serlis.

1. Fassi Germans may be prepariag to sever elevated
lipnen through ¥est Berlis.

Border police has reportedly heen streagthensd.

Roported plans to incresse restrictions on movemsats

of persons across Berlis borders, | )

¥ozt Barliners espleyed in Esst Berlin are %omméiy }

being fired, and Yest Berlip officials roportedly !

fear that all will scon be dismiased.

& Imnterference with Allies wonld probably be minor in
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nature, 50 as not to risk armed reaction.
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